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is a human being; and probably, like most of us, he
lets forethought and opportunism wait upon each
other; in shaping events, he allows events to shape
him. I doubt if he has, personally, such bitter
feelings towards the Catholic Church as many of
those who have persecuted her; in the old days when
he fought against Communism, I doubt if he realised
that he would be concerned, one day, to combat
her influence. But the logic of his own immoderate
aims has driven him to it.

Before the Fohrer

In fairness to both sides, something must be
remembered which is customarily forgotten,1 that
the conflict between Nazism and the Church began
before the Nazis came into power. In 1931, the
Bavarian bishops issued a declaration which pro-
tested against the movement's racial doctrine, its
attitude towards the Bible, and certain other aspects
of its religious code. Priests were forbidden to take
any part in it, and active members of it were to be
denied the Sacraments. This did not prevent many
Catholics from voting for the party at the crucial
election; already the meet-them-half-way tempera-
ment had begun to assert itself; and, after all, any-
thing TOS better than Communism. But friction
between the official representatives of the Church
and the official doctrines of the party had been, thus
early, foreshadowed. It is also fair to remember
that the Nazis^ on their side, professed no love foir

1 See Michael Power, Religion in the Rack, pp. iz sqq.